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Oh, how thto tpringjDf love refembleth - 
Th* uncertain glory of on April day. 
Which now shews all the beauty of the. sun, 
And by and by a cloud takes all away ! 
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THBTBIAL OF CONSTANCY. 

NEAR HnmlHNr's Btft9m,ii aUbe tnie tbatTs saiit 

Lived H&nj Beck,. W ix| a eol he dwdled^ 
Peace and Conteqt^ aa- i^Qales.oidy. atajned-M. 

Fortune from himn^aa far» a]at! ezpeUad. 
Hia aire waa rich, and ^dm ot gneat.repnte 

As any roimd about iba Hiamber place; * 
But aoon hia rich^^Ioat th^^firmcat rool> 

And Sorrow atarted <eaiiy m.the chaaa.. 

Tbia blow ihey aofifted witib a mind acw&e. 

That few are found to loeet Miafortiuiie'a frown ^ 
Nor once ximetM thai thgrrich^ had been, j 

Or wished for wha^ waa hiffher than their own. |j| 

Fortune left pe^M^ b»t took tttelr wealth away>^ i 

Ccmtentmentd^t within theii^ooltttgedaox^^' ! 

He plVd hia faaada Iq kam^ to wodc bf day> j 

Ajid earn hia:b?ead— iDOnt^it,. he aaka no more ! 

On Fortune'a dfbk cDntanted did they lire. 

Nor aaghed for tiiat whidb waa^ beyond thair reach ; 
No amMtion iMiui^iide did glyor-- 

Peace aitd Contant aun^ound tba hearta of each. 
Oh ! could mankiiidj by this exaunk^ see 

The art;of ifaaca ana viirtua'a only way. 
That they, like hu^, might fbeti ooptented be. 

And own that tha/ije beneath MisfbttuneViway ! 

Oft would they talk 9f thiadQisct^ thotte. 

And oft coBTaiao.on firmer days and peace ; 
But deoned it ajl. tlM^ wqijk a£ aeav'ti anmme. 

Which aopn caii raise and can as aoon decreaae. 
Oft they'd reoaiM^bul^ with. & peaceful air, ' 

The acta of Fc^ne in thiadreadfU blow. 
Which broi^ht the wealth cf this tnie happy pair 

From thdr 'hig^ s^nmut to a path so low f 

Now all his waalth to him a yiai<m aeemed. 

Which glowa befbsa our much ddndad eyea. 
That in some high ^glaring eokmr g^aamd,. 

Which, while we ffsaim, away Ibe phantom ffiea. 
A Tiaion 'tia that gUrea before our eyea. 

Which oft mialeads the tremblipg foot of man. 
That, by the ny which atanda betoa Ae pnai^ 

Makea life itadi th^ shadow of a qpaQ» 

Return, my muse, my^ rofing mnae ratvm* 

To fhdr son Hetrylei me tmm agun ; 
He now so poor in happiar toaa waa born. 

To him npw lej^ me nreaHie my aimpk strain. 
But Peace did sqon Ver them her mantte fli^g. 

And smoothed the path Qf Fortune's iron sway ; 
Content what Fortune whatsoe'er shall bring 

Within thair reach 9D life's moat ibinriiy way* 



Brought up beneath his prudent parents' care^ 

And taught by thetn true Tirtue's only way ; . 
The seeds so sown^ the buds of Yirtue rare. 

May tend to blM him on some happier day. 
Ere he had first sound Iteasoi^'s cap ^t on^ 

And Manhood blest him with a manly lm)W> 
In weaker age his morning task would oon^ 

To inculcate the seeds of yirtae true. 

Nature endowed him with a fervent mind. 

Friendly to ev'ry earthly wtaedeary 
And few like him we now shall meet behind. 

At least of such we now shall sddom hear. 
Oh ! for Uie ^me when such, firm yirtue rare, 

Belonfied to each and er'ry manly heart ; 
But, oh! could I those simple traits ootnplire, 

.Which now are found b^ond all human art ! 

Though lU-fate now had blasted ev'ry hqpe. 

And left him all dqiendence on his t&re; 
Till taught bY him wnere all the blessings ope^ 

He tastes uie joys that breathe with peaceftd hire. 
BifiP'rent his mind in youthful age employed ! 

How chansed th' estate which Fortune once had sent! 
But if all this his mind had e'er annoyed. 

Fortune exchanged and blest him with eont^t 

Once George, his sire, an invitation got 

From a ^uire Freeling, to his country seat ; 
He was their firiend when their aflairs were not*— 

Not as they are, but when they were complete^ 
H^ was their friend, though not so ardent now. 

When Fortune kind was in the gifts she sends^ 
And 'tis e'en sdd, and I believe it true.' 

He would replaced, but was afraid t* offimd. 

Much were they greeted when they first arrived ; 

They told the ude their absence fhmi them wxtn]ght> 
Nor e'en forgot how Fortune had deprived 

Them (tf those things they had so denly bought. 
Announced was dinner by the tinkling beta. 

They soon did qiut theh« <mce more weleotn^ spot'- 
The 'Squire bid an afl^ctiotMite fareweU-* 

They sought again their liaj^y little cot. 

T hey all, save Henry, were of blithesome stndns. 

And passed the time in most delightful talk ; 
While fie from all their converse sweet refraitis. 

Nor ecsrcely spoke ivhile on their homeward walk : 
Tb^ scarce arrived till their consent he got. 

Himself aradn to Freeling's house remove ; 
Where he img^t gaxe on that delightiU spot, 

Tlvit now contained thc^ object of hia lov^ I 



To FreeUog's hoose delighted loon he flew. 

To see, onee more, the object of hffe heart ; 
Maria, whom he acareely ever knewj, 

Till all at once he felt soft Cnpid'i dart 
Ere he anri?ed, he halted to compoeo 

Hia shattered nenres and fareatldiig ahnoBt vpetkt, 
And calm the hope which lo^ had quickly rose : 

This was the ease on which he now waa bent* 

When he was right he gave a gende tap; 

pis heart beat onickfy with emotioa high> 
Which even now ms senses seemed to wrap. 

Ran o'er his fkce and pressed with lovely dye. 
The door being opened, soon he entered in. 

With looks of joy and eye that beamed most sweet. 
That seemed Imt farmed to captiyate and win 

The hearts of these it e'er might chance to meet ! 

'^ Ah ! weloome, boy, the image of ihy-sire. 

Most welcome," said the 'Squire, '^ thou Io¥eIy boy I 
Thj ima^ could a father's hope inspire^ 

And raise it to the highest pitch of joy. 
Oh ! had I been blessed with a child like thee. 

My faYourite-yonth, I- would be happy now; 
All tnat wisdom or learning e'er could be. 

Is there depicted on thy manly brow !" 

^' Ah I sir, those words ! I fbel thar mighty weight— 

Eulogy oft has been bestowed on me ; 
But, for yon; sir, my loYe shall but abate 

When deaih has ta'en me far awaY from thee! 
Oft have my parents praised my smiling look. 

In brighter times have Imng about my neckf 
But now its oYer, Fortune has fqraook. 

And hire is left for simple Henry Beck !" 

" Hire !" how qnjvered on thelips of Freeling, 

" Labour, neYer )" and then did madly storm ; 
While he exhibited such a muily feeling 

As ne'er had been pourtrayed in human fnm, 
This ffust of passion was then quickly oW, 

And peace once more again was soon restored. 
And ne er again that "hoarse and deaf 'idnf nMrr'* 

Is heard to annoy their joyful festive bond. 

" Alaa ! my Youdi> I Ipnow thy fkther's pride. 

And gins man me would but oSbnd him now. 
Or soon would I this most destmctiye tide 

Turn from off thee and oahn tiiy anxious brow. 
The i-eason's thus that now restrains my purse. 

Or long ere now you should haye heard from mt^ 
And not naye suffered by that feU remorse, 

Nor pined at Fortune in this low degree," 
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" On Fortnne'i gifta content niY father liraa," 

Henry then nid, " nor does he ask for more. 
And wiUi a imile talcei what Lard Fortnm givea. 

Sweet peace to plant within Lib cottage dawc 
Whate'er hi* thoi^^ta on all hui fcrmer wealth, 

Mig^t tiow be <m hi* ranch degraded atote. 
He pra<ri kind Balug for hia atrem^ and bealtfa. 

And calmljr aits and iniilei at fttv^ng Fata." 
' Mjr hoy, hU fticndahip much do I rerere. 

He was," said Freeling, " once die Mune for Pae 
We think on him in conTtrMCkm here, . 

With tatn and ttiovghts of aofteu qmpath;. 
or thia MOngh : I c^ have tbotulu of thee. 



" Nik think thy htber would otgection raiie ' 

To thia, mj boy, a poor request of mine ; 
Thou'lt hid be only fhnn hia ardent gate. 

That thou ere Itmg may brighter oa biio ahine." 
He thanked him now, and grateful did reUie 

Up to Im neat apartment &x the night, 
Where he gat^ vent into his arm'row in. 

Which now gave him a feeling of deUght. 
FIcAted widi the thought which now before bin ahone. 

And all iti playa he knew not wheie would end; 
Sure Lore, he thought, on hii imperial tbnne, 

Hia toniljng looka would ne'er refuse to send. 
He thus puisued till aleep had closed hit eyes. 

Then retted in the frcsh'ning arms of aleep ; 
When thut refreshed might with new figoar rise. 

At cocks' loud call vj at the rooming's peep. 
As won as Chanticleer's shdll ndce wy heard. 

It bent its way to Henry^ vatcliful ear. 
Who qttickiT rose and then hiigaaelf prepared 

To meet ui' ayoynunt of > nwming devf- 
The hills again, so oft (be aonrea «f joyi 

Behold bun on their proud m^estic brow. 
Where he would oft the pleating hoius dcsUt^, 

When time went slow, but this was seldom now. 
The mom breathed slill, the turds' loud chalt'iiUR Hmc, 

The skjkrk's note thV breathed most clew ana ahnil ; 
The zephyrs then most gently swept along 

The fVeih'ning breeze to each enchanting hill. 
The gentle waving of the huge oak trees. 

The willow green which solemn waved below ; 
AH hearts in vain it could not fail to ulease, 

Put make each think a paradise in s)iow I 



Such were his walks when h) the Morning light. 
And eve would close the musings of the day ; 

When sleep would dim what morning rendered bright- 
Morning waked it to a doubly lustred ray. 

Freeling soon saw with a deligntful eye. 

That his young heart was on bright learning set ; 

And ev'ry pleasure of his feeling high 

Would ne'er have stopt if he wit£ learning met* 

He thanked his stars for ev'ry bounty now^- 

Their gifts flowed round much faster than before. 
And with their gifts might help young Henry through. 

Whose ev'ry care was learning s brightest store; ! 

He loved the youth, aye, loved him as his own. 

And then as such to school he soon was sent ; '^ 

For oft has he by his firm study shown. 

His soid's desire was on bright learning bent. 

Maria sweet would buy his fav'rite books. 

In whose fair breast the softest flames now rose ; 
And oft she'd praise the boy's most august looks. 

Whose pleasai^t brow with ev'ry learning ^ows. 
Ardent afiection soon between them rose ; 

Each tender breast was filled with arm'roua fire. 
As pure and soft as summer breeze oft blows-^-* 

As Love's sweet wish when all his hopes aspire^ 

But, ah ! should sad sorrow ever stoop to reign 

In such a world for other scenes to bless. 
And cause that breast to rend with ev'ry pain. 

Which might have lived and soon sweet love caress. 
But it's been said, and will he said again. 

True balmy bliss was not for us below ; 
If e'er oar hopes then rose beyond our pain, 

The next loud blast would cause our overUiiow* 

A coldness grew between those lovers sweet, 

(Henry knew pot, 'twas not with him it grew) 
When he came home she seldom now did greet 

Him with that eye which once beamed sweei and true. 
Oft did he try, but never yet could learn. 

Why beamed on him that eye of cold disckin ; 
For none he knew her dear bou^t love could earn. 

To trifle thus with such immorjtal pain. 

But all enquiry gave him not that ease. 

His mighty pow'r might bear him to expect ; 
And soon that form passed in by slow degrees 

Tone unthoughtful, sluggard and neglect. 
His study firm, which once was all his pride. 

Romantic thought once spurned to be confined ; 
When these were gone, his brightest prospects died^ 

And left DO emblem of his brij^htt^^r miud« 
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Yd he once deciacd dutfae would think no more. 

On one who tronld so sood incouHtuit pron; 
But bem) his war lud aomeoQedieiidore, 

One nbo would be more woithy of his I(nv> 
But to tbrsakc her ! it weie wove thin death ; 

He tried liis laeiot, but fimnd them all in nia. 
Anil when fatigued and all but spoit his faieath, 

^Vou!d then relapae into his state again. 
Then would his e^, which iRice wsi bright, asrame 

The looks of love when saddened with despaii; 
And that bright blow would (hare unnat'tal Kloom, ' 

Wliich once was bright and shone so womf rou* fair ! 
He then resolved upon a deadly plan. 

Too oft resolved by -onr weut mottal frame. 
Which if it gains no olgect to the miD, 

I'he world will ceaae to know our mortal naipe. 
Wrapt in darkneu, we then ahall' know no more 

This busy world with all its tcouhling pains-; 
And then the sea, with its tremendous roar. 

Will cease to foun with all its glutted gains. 
T' inform her of hia deadly purpoee, now 

Collects his pow'rs and then he sent a note. 
To tell the anguish, of hia bnniii^ brow, 

What her inconatanoe on hia form bad wrought. 
" Farewell ye scenes which can no more impart 
One eacred sigh into this anziotu heart 1 
Farewell ye how'n that in the daya of peace 
Would calm my heart and bid my fears to ceaie] 
In Bofl sweet tonea then teH the loreis sweet 
To enjoy the time when they shall chance to meet. 
With that pure lore which Uiere alone can dwell— 
Oh .' blissful Ecenci^ to you I bid farewell! 
" Oh ! blissful scenes, could ye surround me now, 
T' evade the deed that I'm sbont to do; 
And with your sweets bring to my sense again 
The sweets of love into my quiVring brain 1 
Bring back my sense submissive to your feet. 
Where all is calm and all «o wtmd'rouB sweet 1 
Wtiere all your btm!» in peaceful mansion* dwell— 
Oh.' ye sweet bow'ra, for ever fiwe ye Weill 
" Maria, now my laat forewell's to diee, 
Wbo am not what I once perchance might be ; 
Had not thy falsehood stamped it on thy brow. 
What I ne'er thought, what time baa shewn me now! 
Could I have gueaaed, what time has shown to me. 
When first ihisc eyes too fondly dwelt on thee, 
I'd crushed the hopes which learned too soon to dwell 
In this fond breast, but ever fare diee weB! 



" Yet in the arms of fond iweet love caretted^ 
Xiong mav you live and .in his anas be blesi^, . 

T'enjoy the peaoe'of health and'stiei^h'of iiund> 
And mav he be.the best of hiiman kind: 
Yet let fond Mem'ry. ^htyp her kindest tear. 
For one whose love was much rqected heTe^ 
Whose ind^ence forbade him here to dwell— 
Maria^ ohi for ever fare thee well! 

** MTieree'er may fate idiot a place for thee. 
Oh ! think on him* thoa'st doomed to misery. 
Whose love most pure by thee has thus been sptimed. 
Who died obscuie and passed away nnmourped. 
Beneath the waves in von tempestuous deep 
There will I take mv last eternal sleep ! 
Adieu! ye bow'rs— Maria, fkre thee well ! 
Beneath the waves I now have fixed to dwell!" 

When he'd thus wrote, it soon away was sent. 

While he remained a black and gloomy scene ; 
And then would think unon his dread intent. 

Or muse perhaps on.wnat he might have been* 
He was not deaf to all the force of fame. 

Nor destitute of what he once had thought ; 
And thought yet still to ^n a lastiiig name. 

Though pernaps hard, it might be dearly bou^t*> 

He went to where he must his hopes resign. 
And think no more upon this world's confine ; 
Where he for ever all his hopes must yield, ' 
And bid farewell to Fame's enchanting ^dd \ - ' 
When he arrived and viewed the trembling deep, 
A place where he was destined soon to sleep, • . 
His heart failed him, and he could no more 
Look on pale death as he was woat before! ■ 
With nerves most b(dd to give his heart diat ease. 
Which in this world he knew >not how t' ^pease ; 
But waits awhile till some one might be near^ 
T'arouse his heart and snatch him from )batf ear. 
Which now seised on his enervated frame. 
Chilled that pow^ to which A)ljher things laid claim. 
He did not wait ere long a boat was seen- 
To pass each waveand fly the air most keen. 
He laughed it off and treat the' deed most slight. 
Which soon he hoped' would ernd to his ddight. 
But to be brief,^^twas machinations own. 
To bring to him his fair enslaving one. 
If she proved tpie, as she once seemed to say, 
'T would ohange his n%ht into the brightest day s 
If she proved &]se, he then would think no more 
To let ner live where she had reigned before. 
Once mors around his frame his courage flows, . 
And plunges where o'erwhelming billows rose} 
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8ei an hs fldb ttii he nf^ 
To tfaat^hc^ ipol, bo diH^ Ae Mftil dMd 
Hod jut oocmred, and giie bklidp in aeid. 
The boot aniired, 00 Hcnvf nQild 4HBk«, 
To Hfebim from tBomnimg dttMM^o brink. 



He aw the yootfa, and dien 
Reacaed fami aooo aiid gwetiM kMd 
Soon 10 hk aid g^oot nvmbcni flodcedanMndt 
Whik Henrr lay noitiaied on die gioiuid. 
The cRiwd &idBed rainid wbik HflDqr ptsit^ 
Who aoon icaolTod to bear the yooth affMjr ^ 
Bat eie 'twas fixed, Maiia trembUsgcaa^ 
Wbik tentr aeiatel upon bar frenaed frames 
Who, whoi die aaw him, aa he aenackaa liy^ 
She shiidced ahnid and ihen she swooned away. 
She soon ie?ived, and then widi moonifdl cries. 
She sobbed ho- grief wharq postnrte. Henrjr lics« 
And gSTe hersdUT to ef^ry mental gtirf, 
Whidn she n(yw fttpnd inane of an relief ! 
Her Henry dear amonyl die matife crowd. 
The tool of whidbi then- own wild course pnrsned ; 
Simple, though void of er'ry treach'rons art. 
And wordiy £ur of some more noble heactf 
VThen she saw dus, die gave a diridi so load. 
That made them Btad tM freighted rustic crowd ; 
Some others rsm, while some more stmdy stay. 
Who bade her hence from mortsl'ii self decay! 
''Decay!" cried di^ ''nay, fiend, it is not so, 
Jost lleaVn wonld strike not soeh a dreadful blow.' 
The borran then an trembling in her face* 
They strode witlLfooe to tahe her from the place; 
Bat spams diem an, and with an artftil skiU 
She sedn the place where lies her Henry stiE! 
'Twassoonag^eed»bynndienirBl crew. 
To place him with some tras^f friend they knew. 
On diis th^fizndy whosoon himgendy led 
And pUeed him in a neidibour's cott^^ bed. 
Where he was soon, wiOier^ry cordial waon* 
Pronoonced beyond, grim Dais's roeful arm I 
And in brief wnile uey see him once mm 
Look up and smOe among th' abodes, ofmen I 
At this good news Mana'^ heart got eaa^^** 
Gave them gold their urgent want t appease 
Her looks, once wild, were now becone sefeiie> 
And shone the eharms that in her free had hsea. 
And showed die ire e'en gkwm shoidd spread a cast 
On that fair form which bloomed so fair at'lastl 
jibe then returned, bat none by her fidr mein 
Cloald learn tbe cause on wln^ die just had bean. 
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Re wished to know what 'fyree thewhenle had mad^^ 
And aaiced if Ihey a iemale fair snrreyed ^ 
'< There did/' Uiey said, ''pne >caine who shocked us all 
By her wild shriek, her Uniid and Irenated ctJl, 
And gave herself to er'iy mental griefs . 
Who wiUl7 Bonfht but could not find relief.'' 
Now Heniy smiled, his doubts were now remoted> 
Though he d not-seen it «oqn Maria proved* 
She soon retunied to where her Henry lay^ 
And learned the news disease had died away; '^^ 
His heslth retained^ and now once mOre there came 
That bloomjqg kok ftora off his manly frame. 
Quick word was sent th^ ^e below dSd wait^ 
And would caipe in 'to where young Henty sate. 
Henry pr^ated and got himsdf soondrest^ 
T'awaitbis'love bis always wdoome ^est. 
'Twaa she hers^ whanow all trembhng camej 
And Henry started when 'he beheld her frame. 
*' Henry, start not at such a one as me. 
Who comes to ad: a simpte boon fh>m thee/' ' 
*' Can I mithipeace behold that face again. 
Or daap Aat mm the author of my pain ? 
** I own I meyit tins thy sad reproof. 
But bid me not fiom off thee stand ^oof. 
"Twaa but to try if thou would constant pro¥e« 
Nor dight me ia |)iy aeeming ardent love ; 
But asl 4id my Hediy atillprove tlrue^ 
My loire shall be what to thy worth is due; 
But do not bid me from thee henoe, awajr. 
Who for that form might soon embrace wcay !" 
*' What means have I, of 'what thou speak'st of no#> 
To and the ««th and think my love just due ?" 
" Oh i doubt me not— 4ny future life Aiall prove 
That Fm an dl|JBOt wortny of your love ! 
OhI Uiink not that I e'er shall slight again 
The breast I love with such incessant pun !' 
" Who can withstand such brigjht and lovely eharms!" 
And pressed her «then 4nto his anions arins ; 
His lips then nr s s s e d upon that Uopming dieek. 
And told the joy hia tongue tefbsea to speak! 
Both now were happv, snd noW they kindly greet 
With worda of love that bfeathe moat wonaVona sweet 

Her house ones more bdidds the trenquil pair. 
With blooming mein ihey ihSk with stately sir, 
Teqjoy the feast aa they were wont to do. 
Where Peace ia spread and waved her taper now! 
jKenry then learned, aa by his father tdd. 
Dame Fortune smiled e'en when his limbs were old; 
His booses, land, and all hia earthly store, 
Bhooe with that splendour they were wont beforei 
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Henry he told not how he had regained 
.The wealth, which Fortune had so long restrained i ' 
And all conspired to make the.hiirden light, 
The press of years and Age's faUxiiff weight ; 
But clasped. him warmly^ and that ne, his hdr^ 
Should now enjoy what wealth alone could share ! 
Henry him thanked^ and then, to Freeling g^^ 
Who hailed him kindly after idl his wo^ ' 
'* Fortune nowsmiles^-QUr wants we can 9,p^pe»Me^^ 
My heart is pressed which you alone can ease ;- 
Do grant me this — ^to you I vn&ii own 
Till life's hright ravs and sparkling star go down!" 
He saw direct at waat young Henry ahned^ ' - 
And soon to him the jovfiil hews proclaimed 
Into his ear— he gave tne youth tnat joy 
Which wealth nor pow'r could ti^er with art destroy. 
He told his parents what their business was. 
Which by them both soon gained their great applause. 
" It makes me glad, beyond my feeble voice. 
To think my son nas made so wjse a choice." 
The maid wa^ called who soon most graceftll eame. 
Decked with all n>lendoUr round h$r lovely fVame ; 
And when they told her wherdbre she'd h&sa sent. 
She added charms to thcfse the ChrMes lent ; 
By her sweet look and her liewitching mein, ' 
Tne troubled breast which could be plainly seen . 
The 'Squire arous^ her, '^Answer, love," said he : 
" What pleases you will ^dso do fbr me." 
•Thus were ther pleased— ^the day ivas fixed upon ; ; 
*' To-morrow- was embraced by ev'iy one. • 
Said Henry ''Ere to-morrow's isettingsuti • • '. 
Shall dim the world, mv joy will have begun. 
I'U lay my bo6ks and ev ry art aside. 
And please the will of .my sweet" loyiely bride ; ' ' 
And thus shall I avoid the ruthless blast, • ' < 
To hurt that form I've loved uutU the last f 
And thus Maria, till each scene is o'er, 
I'll love till.love and Hfe shaU be no morel > > 
And when we, part, each from' die other driv'ti, 
May we^again meet joyfully in Heav'nr 
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